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Richard Ryman column: Green
Bay is more than ice and snow

By Richard Ryman

So. Your job is to make people realize that Green
Bay isn't just a big white popsicle in the northern
reaches of the United States 11 months and 2
weeks out of the year, no matter how Ice Bowl
pictures make it look.

But fate decrees you do so on the 40th anniversary of said iconic
game. In a season when the Green Bay Packers and Dallas
Cowboys are, once again, the league's best teams. And could,
conceivably, see them playing for the championship here again. In
the cold. '

"We could see Bart Starr sneaking in from the 1-yard line about 10

times," Mike Hildebrand, co-chairman of the Green Bay

Branding Initiative, said of the potential for network television play of the famous image of the Packers winning the Dec. 31,
1967, game.
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Ah, but better they are talking about you than not.
"Green Bay Is one of the best-known small towns in the world," Hildebrand said.
Hildebrand and co-chair Donsia Strong Hill are taking the approach that if life gives you snow, make snowmen.

‘It's a challenge in some respects, but also an opportunity,” Strong Hill said. "We've taiked about not being defensive about
the Ice Bowl, but not allowing that to exist in a vacuum."

The group plans to prepare film footage to be provided to networks highlighting the fun things about winter — snowmobiling
and skiing — as well as focusing on the community's other seasons and attributes. It will use a variety of media — YouTube
was menticned — to make its points.

Meanwhile, the Initiative is surveying people about their perceptions of Green Bay on the Internet, through written
responses and in man-on-the-street interviews. The post cards are not in yet, but the Internet and man-on-the-street results
are similar.

Early returns show that people perceive a down-to-earth, hard-working area. So far, Strong Hill said, there have been few
negative comments.

Favorite things to do include walking or biking on trails (30 percent), going to Bay Beach Amusement Park (20 percent), the
Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary (18 percent), farmers markets and the NEW Zoo. Favorite activities also include sailing,
fishing, sledding and baseball.

Notice how many of those are summer activities?
"We have four great seasons here and three of them aren't winter," Hildebrand said.
People describe Green Bay as having a small-town feel and being a great place to raise a family.

Strong Hill said there also were a lot of comments about downtown, most of them hailing its progress and lamenting that it
isn't happening faster.

More complete results will be available after the first of the year, she said.
Strong Hill said there is another way to look at all those shivering fans breathing frozen air at the Ice Bow! game.

"When people see how tough the people here are, they'll think this is a place where you can get it done.”
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